Ginkgo biloba (EGb 761) extract: effects on the myenteric plexus of the large intestine in Wistar rats.
The objective of this study was to evaluate the effect of the purified extract of the Ginkgo biloba (EGb 761) plant on the myenteric plexus in the proximal and distal colon of Wistar rats for a period of 120 days. The experimental rats were divided into two age groups: a young group, sacrificed at age 90 days, and an adult group, sacrificed at age 210 days. We observed a significant reduction in the number of neurons in the myenteric plexus of the adult group compared to the young group in both of the segments studied (P < 0.01). The adult group treated with Ginkgo biloba showed a significant increase in neuronal profile area in both the segments studied (P < 0.001). It can be concluded from these results that treatment with the purified Ginkgo biloba (EGb 761) plant extract at a dose of 50 mg/kg body weight has neurotrophic effect on the myenteric plexus in the proximal and distal colon of rats after 120 days of treatment.